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Student Wins Prestigious
SPRING BREAK 2010 Sidley Pre-Law Award

DEAR TRINlTY COLLEGE:

KAI PAINE '11

This past week, many Trinity students spent their Spring Breaks doing things
other than lying on the beach or catching up on homework.
A Habitat for Humanity group traveled to Florida, Hillel sponsored a trip to
Uruguay, and the Accidentals performed in London.

NEWS CONTRIBUTOR

Michael
Magdelinskas·
Vazquez '11 was one of only 35
students in the United States
to be named a Sidley Pre· Law
Scholar. Every recipient of
this prestigious award is given
financial aid for law school
preparation and application.
The prize includes tuition for
a LSAT preparatory course,
registration fees for the neces·
sary standardized tests, up to
seven law school application
fees, further financial assis·
tance at the law school of the
applicant's choice, and coun·
seling for the application
process.
Magdelinskas·Vazquez is
currently studying at Trinity's
Global Learning Site in Paris,
completing courses towards
the first of his two majors , a

self-designed
Urban
and
Global Studies major. His sec·
ond is English literature. He
certainly wants to use a global
perspective in his post·gradu·
ate work. VVhen asked about
what his plans are post-law
school, he says that he wants
"to bring in the global focus
[he has] developed during
[his] time at Trinity." It is
most appropriate then, that
Sidley Austin LLP, a firm that
prides itself on diversity, pro·
vided the award.
The company is known for
being "one of the most promi·
nent and progressive propo·
nents of law firm diversity [. . .]
The firm is committed to
achieving greater diversity,
not-only for our firm but with·
in the legal profession as a
whole ," according to the

see TRINITY on page 7

CLASSICS DEPARTMENT
IN DANGER OF FOLDING
GREG LEITAO '11
NEWS EDITOR

Spring Break at South by Southwest
LIWEIAVADO '10
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR

Central Texas doesn't seem
a likely destination for spring
break, but opting against
heading somewhere tropical, I
decided to accept the invita·
tion of some friends stationed
at Fort Hood and visit the
Lone Star State . Fort Hood
has a population of about
100,000, the majority of whom
are military personnel and
their familie s . Everywhere
you turn are plastic yellow
ribbons, camouflage and the
sound of velcro, VValmarts ,

and muscle cars. Killeen is
definitively Middle America.
It is complete ly dependent
upon strip malls and sub-par
chain dining, a nd save for the
town's proximity to Au stin,
San Antonio, and a plethora of
recreational
parks,
my
Central Texas spring break
would have been a bust.
It jus t so happens that
Au s tin's legendary music fes·
tival South by Southwest, or
SXSVV, which has been held
annually for the past 24 years,
overlapped with Trinity 's
break this year.
Literally
hundreds of musical acts flood

the city during the week of
SXSVV, with artists perform ing anything from you r stan·
dard country, blues , and rock,
to h ip hop, electronica, and
d ub-step.
Many of these
bands are local and feed
Austin's reputation for being
the number one place for live
music in the States. The vari·
ety of acts during SXSVV
means that the city is not sim·
ply filled with college-aged
riffraff on spring break, but a
real mixture of hipsters-to·
renegades from all over the

see S OUTH on page 11

Trinity College's Classics
Department is in danger of
being
dissolved
and
replaced as an interdisciplinary program.
This process involves
numerous steps, the first of
which is the notification of
D epartment
Chair
and
Associate
Professor
of
Classics Dr. Martha Risser
by the E du cational Policy
Committee (EP C).
The EPC consists of vari·
ous member s of the Trinity
Faculty, including the Dean
of the Faculty, who serves as
the chair but does not vote.
ed tenured members
of the faculty on the
EP C, who
have
been
Trinity for at least
five years. These six
members serve three·
year,
staggered
terms on the
EPC, and none
of the mem·
be rs
may
serve consecu·
tive terms.
There is at
least one, but no
more than three ,
representatives from

the following departments:
the natural sciences, the
social sciences and the
humanities/arts . The EPC
also cannot have more than
one member from any one
department.
Now that the EPC has
delivered a notification of
its thoughts to Risser, a
series of rigid steps will follow. Risser will first have to
present a statement to the
EPC, which she says "will
vote on whether or not to
brin g a motion to the facul·
ty, requesting permission to
conduct an inquiry into the
possibility of discontinuing
the Classics Department
and organizing an interdis·
ciplinary program in
its place ."
If the commit·
decides to
bring a motion to
the faculty, they
will do so and

motion
is
approved ,
the EPC will
conduct an
inquiry and
decide
whether or not
it is necessary to

.Jl•lllllill

see COILEGE'S on page 6
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Tripod Editorial
Choosing a College, Four Years Later
The Tripod staff would like
to welcome everybody back to
campus after what was hopefully an enjoyable and relaxing
Spring Break! While I spent
most . of my Spring Break at
home in Massachusetts, two
days consisted of driving my sister back to Dickinson College in
Carlisle, Penn. I had not yet
seen where my younger sister
was spending her freshman
year, and was curious to see a
school that I did not tour during
my hectic junior year in high
school.
As I walked around campus
with my mom, I was reminded
of the treacherous task of touring college campuses and deciding where to spend the next four
years of my life. At the time I
viewed the entire process as a
chore. I had no idea where I
wanted to go to school, and my
parents practically dragged me
to college visits. The colleges

and universities blended together, and the whole process just
seemed overwhelming. The list
of schools I applied to was practically random, I was neither
ecstatic nor crushed by acceptance or rejection letters, and I
waited until the very last
minute to commit to Trinity. For
me, the school selection process
was stressful, and I chose to
deal with it as little as possible.
For many of my friends,
however, choosing a school
involved getting their hearts set
on
their
first
choices.
Unfortunately, with this mindset a rejection letter resulted in
devastation. A March 24 article
in The Wall Street Journal
explores successful people who
were initially rejected from
their first choice schools. The
lesson? Regardless of whether
you are rejected, you can still
become as successful as Ted
Turner or Tom Brokaw, and, as

President
of
Columbia
University Lee Bollinger points
out, to "allow other people's
assessment of you to determine
your own self-assessment is a
very big mistake."
So, for all of you touring
Trinity who may have picked up
this paper along the way: don't
let yourself be too crushed by
rejections, because chances are
you will make the most of wherever you end up. Also, if you are
overwhelmed by making this
apparently life-changing choice,
like I was, don't fret. While at
first I felt like I stumbled blindly into Trinity College, I
explored my options, got
involved in the community, and
learned to enjoy my time here.
Whether rejected, accepted, or
just plain confused, wherever
you end will most likely turn out
to be the best place for you.

-S.E.H.

Alternatives to the Summer Internship
Finding a summer job or
internship is the most frustrating part of the spring
semester (aside from, you
know, the pile of work you didn 't manage to tackle over
Spring Break, if you're anything like me), it seems .
Considering the fact that I
don't have the kind of cash
flow to afford housing in New
York, N.Y. - and I imagine
I'm not alone in this predicament - I can't very well apply
for a publishing or media rela tions internship like I want to.
Even if I managed to wrangle
myself a paid internship, I
wouldn't profit from it after
dropping $500-$1000 on student housing.
So I return home every
summer,
proverbial
tail
between my legs, to compete
with hundreds of other college
students from upstate New
York for a few choice positions
in retail and service around
the Capital Region. I wasn't so
successful at playing this
game the summer after my
freshman year, and thus spent
three months lounging around
the house playing video games
and watching the Olympics,
much to my -mother 's chagrin.
(I did .manage to get a lot of
leisure reading done , though,
so there's the silver lining, I
guess.)
I decided during the spring
of my sophomore year that I'd
get a jump start on my job
applications , and spent a
decent chunk of time over
rtpo

spring break painstakingly get lazy like I did. Many major
and re:printing my companies (especially retail
name , address , references , chains) offer online applica and work experience on count- tion processes. Give it a week
less applications until one after you send yours in to
called me back. I was lucky make sure they've received
enough to get a call back from and read it, and then call the
Bath and Body Works , which store to follow up and a sk
remains my current place of about the interview process. If
employment (when I'm not at they say they're not hiring,
Da Trin, anyway). I have a pass along your cell phone
great time there, but it's a number, e·mail address, and
low-traffic store, which means express your continued inter·
- yep, you got it - I need to est in their business (with the
find another job to supple- implication that you're availment my income.
able 24/7, should they give you
I started filling out appli- a ring or drop you a line).
cations toward the end of
If you do make it to the
Christmas break (whether interview process, start thinkthat's because I was showing ing about the kind of business
initiative and forethought or you'll be working for. Is it
because I'm a head case is up service-oriented (restaurants,
to you) and got a call from Old reception/desk positions) or
Navy after I got back to retail-oriented (clothing or
Trinity for the spring semes· otherwise)? What do you
ter. Of course, like an idiot, I expect from employees as a
forgot to call the manager customer, and how can you
back until the Saturday before emulate the same be havior?
Spring Break ended and was Giving some thought to the se
told that Old Navy doesn't questions will help you come
conduct interviews on week- up with good answers to typiends because the store is usu· cal interview questions, many
ally so busy. Since I won't be of which are general and opengoing home again until mid· ended. The more specific and
May, this poses a huge prob- enthusiastic your response ,
lem. I was told to call back the petter chance you have of
dur~ng the week and explain
being hired. Experience is
my situation to see if we could helpful, but not always neceswork something out, but I sary; in the end, if you genhave a bad feeling . that. I've ' uinely care about your job ,
royally screwed the pooch (yet you'll make a better employee
again).
than someone who's simply
So, for those of you heading going through the motions.
home this summer with no job
prospects on the horizon, don't
-E.A.A
pr~nting

1toria s r e present t e vi ews o
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c ompri s ed of t h e Edito r- in - Chi e f a nd th e Man ag ing Editor.

·CORRECTIONS
In the March 16 issue of the Tripod, the front page article "Trinity Eighth Most
Expensive College" cited the 2010-2011 tuition cost of Wesleyan University to be
$41,814. This figure does not include room, boarq, and other fees, and t.fierefore ca.pnot,
accurately be compared to the 2009-2010 total cost of Trinity College of $51,400, which
iIIclud~s roof1!1 b_qar_d ,a nd fees. . . .. ,
.... , ,
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Irrelevance Might Not Be That Bad An Era of Partisanship
and Anti-Intellectualism
MEGHAN McEVOY '11
CONTRIBU11NG WRITER

Are you unsatisfied with
the Trinity dating scene? Do
you find yourself spending
weekend after weekend in frat
basements, looking for that
special someone, only to find
that all of your efforts are in
vain? Does that special person
happen to be a Russian mailorder bride? If so, then I have
some fantastic news for you:
you need look no further than
the comments section of the
TripodWeb site!
Owing largely to the fact
that I was not given enough
attention as a child, I spend
the vast majority of my free
time on the Tripod Web site
making lengthy and critical
comments on various articles,
so I can revel in how much
smarter and better I am than
my peers. I especially like to
comment on older articles from
the early 2000s, because the
attentions of the authors are
presumably focused on grownup things like jobs and families, and thus the chances of
them responding to my comments are very slim. Recently
whilst pursuing this hobby of
mine, I noticed that the majority of recent comments were
from spammers, most notably
and bizarrely from the aforementioned Russian mail-order
bride service.
In my efforts to overtake
the spammers and regain my
rightful position as the number
one most prolific commenter, I
noticed that articles dating as
far back as 2001 bore striking
similarities to the Tripod articles of today. There were lists
of things like the "Top 10
Trinity Must- Haves" (#10:
Tiffany Heart Bracelet

remember those?) and "The
Top 10 Reasons We Hate Rain"
(#7: Frizzy hair!) There was a
lengthy essay on the West
Coast's superiority to the East
Coast. There was even a photo
diary documenting a few
Tripod staffers' trip to the A
Dong Asian Supermarket that
consisted almost entirely of
pictures of Tripod staffers 'n'
pals posing next to unfamiliar
Asian products with contrived,
pun-heavy captions. In short,
the most marked similarity
between the articles of yesteryear and the articles of today
that I noticed was an almost
total and complete lack of relevance.
From this, I reason that
irrelevance is a longstanding
Tripod tradition, but is that
really so terrible? It seems to
me that writing for the Tripod
is something of a Catch-22.
One can write about something
that matters to them, and risk
being inflammatory, or one can
err on the side of caution and
write something so silly as to
be almost totally irrelevant.
Topics like Trinity students'
affinity for Natty and cafeteria
food being gross, while pointless and tired cliches, possess
the advantage of being largely
inoffensive, and, quite frankly,
I would rather write harmless
nonsense than unintentionally
offend or hurt someone's feelings any day. The gulf between
what an author actually means
and what a reader interprets
them to mean is both wide and
treacherous. As a student who
is still learning, I don't feel
that I am proficient enough as
a writer yet so as to always
make my feelings 100 percent
clear 100 percent of the time.
I do, however, hope that
this article is not interpreted

as a cop-out. There obviously
exists a
middle ground
between harmless filler and
intentionally provocative articles. Furthermore, I know
many writers at Trinity who
are able to address contentious
issues articulately and respectfully, and I applaud them for it.
However, as we all know, the
possibility of being misinterpreted is a very real one, and
this possibility is made all the
more relevant by virtue of our
living in the "Information Age."
I personally would not want a
few carelessly chosen words I
wrote in my college newspaper
to cause a controversy that
could haunt me well after
graduation. So to everyone
who says that the Tripod is full
of pointless, stupid "fluff' articles, you are, to an extent, correct. It is very easy to criticize
the Tripod for that. It is not so
easy, however, to write relevant, informed, articulate, and
wholly inoffensive articles
week after week. In fact, as
recent events have shown, it's
kind of risky. So please, be
kind. To be quite honest, I'm
only doing this because I need
some extracurriculars. I'm not
particularly
emotionallyinvested in the Tripod, know
what I'm saying? And, if in my
efforts to get my parents off my
back about my resume I have
to make my writmg "safe" so as
to avoid inciting riots amongst
the campus community, then
so be it. Finally, in conclusion,
go Bantams! (Note: the
Bantam reference was an
expression of support for the
illustrious Trinity Athletics
program, and was in no way a
condonation of the sport of
cock-fighting, which the author
has always taken a very strong
stance against.)

A Moment of Silence for U.S. Wars
PRESTON MADDOCK '12
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Saturday,
March
20
marked the anniversary of the
start of the Iraq war. As the
Trinity community delighted
in our first day of spring
break, disseminating across
the globe to have some laughs
and catch some rays, the
roughly 100,000 troops still
stationed in Iraq woke to the
start of the seventh year in
the history of that war.
That we, as a country, collectively neglected to recognize this anniversary and ,
perhaps, use it as a basis to
analyze and debate America's
contemporary foreign policy
concerns was regrettable, yet
unsurprising. For a nation
with tremendous pride in its
military tradition, American
combat troops in Afghanistan
and Iraq (pushing a decade of
involvement) in the last few
years have receded in the

American political conscious.
Understandably, the economic
woes of the great recession
have absorbed the country's
attention, but at a time of
transition for both major wars
it is important that we remain
mindful of their delicate situations and how we got to this
point.
The war in Afghanistan
has
intensified
since
President Obama pumped
30,000 more troops into the
conflict at the start of this
year. This influx is similar to
the Bush administration's
"surge" in Iraq in 2007; and
the underpinning strategy of
counterinsurgency in the fight
in Afghanistan is based on the
military examination led by
General David Petraeus of the
losing strategy in Iraq from
2003-2006. Although it is difficult to justify many similarities between the two countries
- geographically, ethnically,
developmentally, historically

Afghanistan and Iraq are very
distinct - the insurgencies
we once faced in Iraq and still
face in Afghanistan necessitate a capable commitment of
the American military.
President Bush, having
utterly failed at planning and
commanding the initial occu pation of the war in Iraq, has
received little acknowledgement that the deviation of
military strategy in 2007 has
extensively quelled that country.
The costs of the invasion
and subsequent occupation of
Iraq will forever be doubted. A
John Hopkins study, done in
2006, measured the lost of
Iraqi civilian lives. From the
start of the war, the civilian
death toll is in the 600 thousands; the number of fallen
American service members
eclipses 4,000, with many
more thousands physically

see OUR on page 5

ZACH SONENSHINE '11
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court,
John Paul Stevens,
has
announced that he intends to
retire from the Court in the near
future . This comes to no sur
prise. Stevens, age 90, is the
fourth-longest serving Justice in
the Court's history. While his
imminent retirement has been
predictable for some time now,
the effects of his retirement both
on the Court and on the national
societal and political landscape
symbolize a generational and
ideological shift.
As legal analyst Jeffery
Toobin points out, "Stevens is an
unlikely liberal icon." Stevens
was appointed to the 7th Circuit
Court in 1970 by President
Nixon and then to the Supreme
Court in 1975 by President Ford.
Stevens, who has always
thought of himself a Republican,
is also the leader of the liberal
wing of the Court. Yet, when
asked whether it mattered which
President named his replacement - whether he would aim
to wait for another Republican Stevens said that he would not
answer that question.
Justice Stevens is what we
might now call "post-partisan" a term that entered our vocabulary during the Obama campaign that referred to hopes that
his Presidency would lead to an
era that transcended partisanship. In truth, Stevens is more of
a pre-partisan. He is from a different generation. He is one of
the last holdouts of an era that
allowed for partisan-free thinking (at least in some capacity. I
do not mean to romanticize his
generation, which was still rampant with politicization). Still,
Stevens represented the intended nature of the Court: elite and
intellectual judgment, independent of politics. His retirement
will make the Supreme Court a
political battleground in a way
that it has never been before.
There are few men whose ideological compass is nuanced
enough to transcend partisanship. While he is not quite from
the same breadth of intellectual
dominance and ideological gradation as Justice Stevens,
Senator Mark Warner aims to be
of the post-partisan revolution
for which many who voted for
President Obama so hoped,
though Warner is largely alone
in his quest.
Warner is a Democrat with
the pedigree of a Republican. He
is a self-made businessman (with
a law degree from Harvard) who,
as Governor of Virginia, balanced the state's budget. He
preaches from what he calls "the
radical center," and has been
known to often bridge the gap
between
Democrats
and

Republicans. He is one of the
few people in the country who
can mediate between Democratic
and Republican lawmakers.
We've reached an era where
men like Warner and StevenE
are highly unique, where 60 is
the new 51, where symbolic
bipartisanship has replaced true
compromise, and where talking
points have replaced substance.
Twitter, blogs, and 24-hour news
networks make sound bites expedient and substance insignificant and nearly impossible to
attain. With a shift in this paradigm, the post-partisan revolution came to a screeching halt
well before it even left the station.
In the near future, Obama
will likely have to replace Justice
Stevens. I suspect that partisanship will prevail yet again in the
appointment process.
And
Stevens, who I called "pre-partisan," referring to an era free of
sound bite journalism, is not in
fact completely above politics.
Rather, he is merely an intellectual, a trait that has largely been
shunned in recent years.
Intellectualism is the vehicle by
which compromise and bipartisanship can exist and the spread
of anti-intellectualism and partisanship has plagued our democratic process.
Extreme partisanship has
always existed in, and is an
inherent characteristic of the
House of Representatives; however, the Senate, which was supposed to be less reactionary and
more deliberative than the
House and has also been subject
to extreme partisanship. Even
the Supreme Court, which was
intended to foster intellectualism
and elitist thinking, and deliver
opinions free of partisan affiliations, has at times succumbed to
partisan decisions, particularly
in recent years. In an era of par
tisanship, sound bites, and antiintellectualism, the departure of
Justice Stevens may be a breeding grounding to further politicize the previously impervious
nature of the Court.
Conservatism, while by no
means the sole culprit of the dissipation of intellectualism in
public life, has almost explicitly
and entirely prohibited it, particularly during the Bush years,
and now through fringe groups
like the Tea Party movement.
Time and time again, the few
conservative intellectuals have
been cast aside and replaced by
more hawkish politicos. The odd
man out in Bush's frat packed
cabinet, for example, was Colin
Powell. Ultimately his dissatisfaction with the President's
agenda led to his departure.
Additionally, conservative
journalism, while not as brash as

see SHRILL on page 4
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Orientation Need Not Dictate Direction
one to agree with protesting.
Instead of complaining about
the kitchen sink (it's too
There exist in our society, small, doesn't have enough
both at Trinity and in the larg· features, isn't available in
er world, rules, expectations. enough colors) and calling for
And with those rules and its destruction, it's better to
expectations comes an under work with those kitchen sink
standing that if we are to executives, to talk to them
achieve success (the type of about why their product isn't
success that I know many of working for you. It's a tried·
us in the Trinity community and·true product, been around
have been working towards for years. That doesn't mean
it's perfect and
since the idea that
couldn't
use some
it was possible was
I really
changes, but it
instilled in our
believe that
brains) we must, to
does mean that
these
things
it's likely here to
a certain extent,
only matter
stay.
And
work within those
if one lets
absolutely,
this
rules and expecta·
them matter.
tions. Don't get me
way is harder. It
Maybe it's
wrong, I'm not
require~ a few
not your gay·
concessions on the
endorsing a loss of
individual's part.
individuality
or
ness thats
Maybe he or she is
total conformity, in
stopping you,
fact, I'm arguing
a little less vocal
but the
(and
it is quite fun
against that vehe·
amount to
to
be
vocal) , but in
mently, but proba·
which you let
bly not in the way
the end the goal
your gayness
you are thinking.
has
been
dictate your
Let's call this my
achieved. Rather
personality.
preppy gay rant.
than screaming
My first issue,
and yelling and
Charley, is that in
shoving disagree·
your article two weeks ago, ments in people's faces, I'd
you presume to speak for an rather work harder and make
entire community of gays at those changes from within.
Trinity. I can say, definitively, They'll probably last a lot
that you do not. I may take longer.
I've been criticized in my
issue with many of the points
in your article, may take issue time at Trinity for not fitting
with the entire perspective, into the mold apparently die·
but that's yours, and it isn't tated by my sexuality. I really
productive and it isn't my don't care. The way I act, my
place to criticize that, until personality and fashion choic·
you start using the royal we. es, are incredibly rarely die·
The first -person plural is a tated by my orientation. To be
powerful tool, which I'm sure blunt, it's not really your busi·
you know. It employs an ness, and I strongly hesitate
authority and a breadth of bringing it up in this forum.
knowledge that, judging solely I've written over 125 pieces for
from your article, you do not this newspaper over the past
possess. Yelling does not work four years, and I can't really
if you hope to change peoples' recall a time when the subject
minds; it breeds nothing but has come up (granted, only
anger and further alienation.
during half of that time was
The following is, I believe, said fact particularly well·
true for everyone: When one known). Was this because of
sees something that he or she shame, because of embarrass·
doesn't necessarily agree with ment, because of fear? Not at
or believe in, how often is sue· all. I just happen to believe
cess drummed up simply by that there are far more inter
being loud? I've never been esting aspects of me, far more
JAMES E. KUKSTIS '10
SENIOR EDITOR

-

important parts of my life, and
far more to say that is not
influenced by my attraction to
a certain gender.
People say and people
write about how, as a commu·
nity, gay people aren't repre·
sented at Trinity. People com·
plain about the "heterosexual·
dominated" campus we live on
and operate within, that gays
are being brought down by the
straights. I really believe that
these things only matter if one
lets them matter. Maybe it's
not your gayness thats stop·
ping you, but the amount to
which you let your gayness
dictate your personality. You
want to be fairly a part of a
society? Then don't intention·
ally stand so far away from it,
and complain and complain
about not being accepted.
Understand that, as I have
said countless times in this
newspaper, we come to college
because we are eager and we
want to learn and change and
figure out who the hell we are
in this world. No one has
forced anyone here, and
whether or not any of us like
it, this is the society we are
operating in. Now, say I don't
like that society and really
want it to change. Am I going
to cast myself as an outsider
right from the start, determin·
ing for myself that I'm not
going to fit in? Hell no. I'm
going to work my ass off to
become a part of organizations
that I want to be a part of, to
do things that I want to do. If
people tell me I can't, because
I'm gay? Screw them. I hardly
think that my sexuality at all
impairs (or improves) by ability to run a newspaper or a fra·
ternity (or many of the other
things I wanted to do, and did,
while a student here). Did I
ignore parts of myself, did I
silence what I wanted to say
sometimes? Maybe, but not
because I was scared of reac·
tions, but because I wasn't
about to let what I wanted to
achieve , what I wanted to put
on my resume, be dictated by
something that I see as so
trivial.

Interested in writing for the
Opinions Section?
Contact Abigail Alderman or
Kelsey Kats at

information!

Gluttony is One
Woman's Deadliest Sin
KELSEY KATS '13
OPINIONS EDITOR

I love Reality T.V. "For the
Love of Ray J," "Jersey Shore,"
"Tool Academy," "16 and
Pregnant": all guilty pleasures
that feature talentless fame·
seekers selling themselves in the
hopes of securing eternal glory
and a contract for another sea·
son. Whatever, we watch it and
find solace in its shamelessness.
However morally repugnant
these reality ploys are, nothing
compares to 42·year·old Donna
Simpson's attempt at fame . She
takes the cake . . . literally. A
New Jersey local and mother of
two, who now weights in at 604
pounds, said it is a dream of hers
to scarf her way to stardom and
finally weight 1,000 pounds.
In a New York Post interview
Simpson lamented, "When you
have a three·yearold daughter
and you're trying to run a house·
hold, things like this tend to be a
fantasy." Yes, this whopping task
is no easy feat. Simpson impor
tuned Guinness World Records
to record her as the heaviest
woman to ever give birth as well
as the biggest living lady. That's
cool . . . at least her kids will be
able to reflect, ''Yeah, my mom
was really fat," after spending
years between foster homes. I
guess she doesn't drink her 10
soft drinks a day out her
"World's Best Mom" cup.
Another thing I don't under
stand is that the fattest woman
on record is Rosalie Bradford,
who tipped the scales at 1, 199
pounds! Simpson spends a
reported $800 a week on gro·
ceries during a recession! I
applaud you, most people are
struggling to afford their $800
monthly rents. I have a sugges·

tion: why don't you take the
$800 dollars a week you spend
killing yourself and use that
money to secure another title,
perhaps donate to charity and
become the "Most Generous
Woman in New Jersey" or dream
big (as we know you like to do)
and become "The Most Generous
Woman in The Continental
U.S." Maybe you can become
famous on Dr. Drew's next reality hit entitled "Fat American
Rehab." I also believe that you
can convert your kinetic desola·
tion into positive action: join the
campaign to stop Japanese ille·
gal fishi.llg seeing that you con·
sume "70 big pieces of sushi in
one go."
People nationwide are feed·
ing into Donna's addition. Most
of her disposable income is gen·
erated by men (with fat fetishes)
watching her gobble in front of
the computer screen. They actu·
ally send her food and pay to
watch her eat not to mention
that her 150·pound boyfriend,
Philippe Gouamba, encourages
her to pursue her GRANDiose
ambitions. Gentlemen, get a
hobby. Watching a woman die
from behind a MacBook and
abandon her children in the
process is clearly abnormal. Get
a hobby. Pick up needle pointing
(see Abby Alderman '11) before
you don a Batman costume
while choking yourself with a
leather belt for pleasure until
you accidently die (see "South
Park's" "Sexual Healing''). This
news story sweeping the nation
is the most physically disturbing
one I have read in a while (triumphing over the drunk driver
who gave CPR to the possum he
hit by far). Donna's tale begs the
question: "How could someone
be so starved for attention?"

Shrill Sound Bites
Replace Critical Analysis
continued from page 3
the politics it covers, also lacks
and even repels intellectualism.
New York Times Columnist
David Brooks once considered
himself a conservative. Now he
freely admits that he can no
longer identify with the conser
vative movement (he does not
consider himself a liberal either).
Most recently, conservative
pundit and former Bush speech
writer David Frum was fired
from the American Enterprise
Institute for remarks on the
Health Care bill that were large·
ly critical of republican rhetoric.
Frum had declared that the
health care reform was "water
loo" for the GOP, not for Obama
as Senator Jim DeMint (R-S.C.)
had suggested. Frum went on to
say that the GOP was in lockstep
with Fox News.
The Internet is another rea·
son for anti-intellectualism. The
availability of information has
seemingly cultivated a public
sphere defined by shrill sound

bites and talking points, not crit·
ical and merit based analysis.
We as a society crave these
sound bites, and our elected rep·
resentatives feed our addiction.
Candidate Obama often
referred to approaching issues
with a scalpel, not a meat
cleaver. He clearly understood
the dangers of sweeping partisan
rhetoric. What he may not have
fully understood, however, was
that partisanship, fueled in part
by anti·intellectualism, was a
beast that he alone could not
tame. It was an illness that had
worked its way into government,
and was supported by the people,
at least indirectly, through a
need for sound bite news.
Justice John Paul Stevens'
impending retirement is a loss
for intellectualism. Perhaps we
have hit bottom and might soon
take a cue from Steven. More
likely, however, we must endure
more partisan gridlock and meat
clever anti-intellectualism before
intellectualism can yet again
prevail.
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Britain Faces a Cultural Cross Roads
GREG MONIZ '11
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Back in the 2008 presi·
dential primaries, then·candi·
date Barack Obama caught a
lot of grief when he told a
Democratic crowd that those
who live in small town
America and face sustained
lack of economic opportunity
become ''bitter" and "cling to
. guns and religion."
It was one of those snip·
pet.s that spread like wildfire
because it sounded like he
had the Ivory Tower syn·
drome, especially to those
rural voters to whom he was
referring. To add salt to the
wound, it was uttered at a
private Democratic fundrais·
er in San Francisco, the capi·
tal of the "Left Coast," where
the people spend their
Sunday mornings not prais·
ing God at church but sipping
expensive lattes at a coffee
shop.
Obama quickly apologized
for his comment, and he sub·
sequently tried to show all of
America that he understood
us. It was a training wheels
moment, as he used his mis·
step to get to know the
American people a little bit
better. But what was a stick·
ing point in our divisive class
war is penny change com·
pared to what's happening
over in Great Britain.
Looks like it's not as
cheery and universally high·
brow as a picture out of a

Barbour catalog would have it.
There's a real class war going on,
and what's worse is that those on
the 'haves' side are unabashedly
elitist.
Take Sir Nicholas Winterton,
a Tory member of Parliament.
He is of the opinion that
Parliament members are entitled to travel first class because
the general public is just too,
well, unsavory to be around.
''They are a totally different type
of people. There's lots of children.
There's noise, there's activity. I
like to have peace and quiet
when I travel" he said during a
recent radio interview. Just
imagine the consequences if an
American politician uttered a
statement like that about riding
on an Amtrak train.
On the · contrary, Vice·
President Joe Biden made sure
to strike a completely different,
more relatable tone. He made us
know throughout the campaign
that during his time in
Washington he rode the train
back to Delaware nightly, evoking images of a middle-class fam·
ily man doing his job and getting
back home in time for dinner.
Winterton's remark points to a
greater feeling among many in
the Tory party. Most still think
they are better than everyone
else, and it's this superiority that
they believe entitles them to lead
Britain.
Britain is at a crossroads that
America seems to have passed
long ago. Tories are just now
slightly tweaking their image to
seem more relatable . .According

to a New York Times article,
David Cameron, the Tory leader,
is trying the casual, everyman
approach - but only to a point.
He's changed his clothes, goes by
"Dave," and can be spotted bicycling around London. But he still
embraces his rarefied upbringing, which includes a stint at
Eton, the reknowed private boys'
school, and Oxford. "If the next
election is about 'Let's not have a
posh prime minister,' I'm not
going to win it," he said.
But by rolling up his sleeves,
Cameron risks turning off the
cuff· linked crowd. "Mr. Cameron
is walking a fine line between
embracing the new and alienat·
ing the old who are proud of their
upper-class heritage," writes
Times journalist Sarah Lyall.
This uncertainty indicates that
Britain is undergoing a deep
identity crisis. Is the age·old tra·
ditional class structure a neces·
sary evil? Is it something to be
admired or disdained? What
type of public persona must a
politician craft in order to win?
"Britons, when confronted
with privilege, are still deeply
ambivalent about whether to
mistrust,
envy,
celebrate,
despise, aspire to or undermine
it," writes Lyall.
In America, for better or
worse, we generally know who
we are. That's why we are so
good at both building up and
breaking down stereotypes. We
are able to distinguish the "us"
from the "them." But in Britain,
no one knows if they are, or want
to be, either.

Our Commitments
Extend Beyond Warfare
continued from page 3

The results of the election
show further positive signals:
and mentally mutilated, and the secular, pro-western .Ayad
the total economic cost for the .Allawi will be the next Prime
United States will be in the Minister of the state of Iraq.
trillions.
He was the favorite of
The potential we see today .American government, and
in Iraq, however, is encourag· the narrow choice of the Iraqi
ing. The capstone to the coun· people by two parliamentary
terinsurgency
seats.
operations
pur
.After all the
... the numsued
by
the
twist and turns to
ber of fallen
.American military
the Iraq war tale ,
in Iraq, and now
American
we may actually
.Afghanistan,
is
one day see W and
service mem ·
political progress.
Co.'s
seemingly
hers eclipses
The violence instinaive
fantasy
of a
400,000, with
gated along ethnic
successful,
secular,
many more
and religious lines
democratic Middle
th ousands
during the first
Eastern state.
physically
part of the Iraq
.Again, the wars
and mentally
war was largely
in
Iraq
and
mutilated,
the result of the
.Afghanistan must
and t h e total
vacuum of politinot be compared
economic
cost
cal power .America
as equals .
The
for the
created by depos·
conclusions to our
ing ·
Saddam
United
commitments will
Hussein and his
not come at the
States will be
Baath Party. .As
withdrawal dates
in the tril·
violence in the
the President has
lions.
country decreased
set, nor should
over the past two
they.
years, political participation
Our country has paid dearin this fledgling, faintly demo· ly for these conflicts and our
cratic state has proliferated.
strategic interests must con·
More than 60 percent of tinue to be worked towards.
the Iraqi population voted in As a glimmer of light finally
the parliamentary election on shines out of Iraq, we must
March 7, and the minority not forget to keep our combat
Sunni population did not troops and t h eir mission close
abstain as they did in 2006. to mind.
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"Lemon-lime
Gatorade because it
cures all illnesses."
Helen Mccann '11

"Five Hour Energy
drinks because 'you
can drink it in
seconds, feel it in
minutes, e.nd it
lasts for hours.'"

"Prosecco, because
it's radiant and
bubbly."
Ellie Anderson '11

Bebz Eydt '13

"I would be an iced
cha.I charger
because it brings
out the best in
people."

"Water, cause' I'm
vital for your well·
being."
Oz Nemli '10

Kathryn Ve.nSickle
'13

"A Dirty Shirley,
because it's sweet
but a.lso has a.
kick!"

"I would be Dr.
Pepper because I'm
23 flavors of fun!"

Elyssa. Miohael
'10

"A margarita,
because I'm salty."
Alex Meredith '11

Julie Daniels '13
Allison Lawrence
'10

"A milkshake,
because 'I bring a.11
the boys to the
yard!'"
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College's Classics Department Faces Possible Changes in Future
continued from page 1
discontinue the Classics depart·
ment. If they decide in the affir
mative, they will allow the faculty to vote on the motion. If
that motion is also passed than
the ultimate decision lies with
President James F. Jones, Jr.
"The questions concerning
the role of a traditional classics
department have been around
for a great many years," said
Jones, "Several different solutions have been tried: from the
Five-College Consortium model
in Massachusetts to the IT classics network in the South sponsored
by
the
Mellon
Foundation. We here are trying
to think of ways to increase the
role of classics by extending traditional language (Greek and
Latin) and literature offerings
to classics studies. Some may
wish for days of yesteryear
where , at Trinity and elsewhere, Latin and Greek were
required. But those days are
never going to return, however
much we might pine for them.
The Dean is trying to think,
with senior faculty here, of ways
to extend our offerings rather
than to have to justify tinyenrolled courses for a very few."
Jones also was sure to point
out that his opinion was just
one of many.

"I should state my own prejuclices. I was a student at a military academy in the South
where, if one were in the upper
form, one had to read all the
way through Ovid, Cicero, Livy,
and Virgil. If I live long enough,
I hope to end my career where I
first started it: teaching Caesar,
Cicero, Ovid, and Virgil in the
morning and coaching soccer in
the afternoon."
The Classics Department
was recently looked at by exter
nal reviewers who came to
Trinity last spring and argued
against the replacing of the
department with a program.
According to Risser, they recommended both of the vacant
tenure-track
positions
be
returned to the Classics
Department and filled as soon
as possible.
Risser also noted that the
only NESCAC school without a
Classics Department is Bates,
where an interdisciplinary program is anchored by three
tenured professors who specialize in Greek and Roman literature.
"Some have expressed concern about enrollments," said
Risser, "While it is true that
some of our classes (e.g.
Advanced Greek) are consistently small, others (e.g.
Mythology, Ancient Warfare,

COURTESY OF tunliweb.no

Trinity College's Classical Department is facing possible changes, changing the ways students can learn about classical cultu res.

Ancient Athletics) are large.
Our average enrollments are
equivalent to those of other
departments."
When asked about her own
thoughts on the possible
changes to the Claasics
Department, Risser expressed
her uncertainty of the future.
"I really do not know what
will happen, but I hope
Classics will always be valued
at Trinity. Classics has a long
tradition of being an in terdisciplinary field in which we exam-

ine the societies, cultures, values, laws, arts and ideas that
form the core of the world in
which we live. Through studying the ancient Greeks and
Romans, our students become
acquainted with the cultures
that are at the very foundation
of Modern Western and Middle
Eastern civilizations, and gain
understanding of the rich classical tradition that is still present in our lives today."
A group in support of keeping the Classics Department

has been created on Facebook
by Trinity alumnus Jame s
Sickinger '86, who majored in
Classics while at the College.
According to the Web site, the
group is "intended to serve as a
focal point for fostering support
for
the
Classics
Department at Trinity College,
which is threatened with elimination. It will serve as a forum
to provide information and foster communication." At the
time of press, the group had
340 members.

Founders of GoodCrush Launch Video-Chatting Site at Trinity
ALLISON PICKENS '12
NEWS EDITOR

The creators of Good Crush,
a college-dating site that
launched at Trinity on Feb.
14, have created a new college
social networking site called
RandomDorm. Inspired by
popular random video chatting social networking site,
ChatRoulette, RandomDorm
is a random video chat service
exclusively for college students.
Recent findings from the
research firm comScore show
that college-aged men are the
most
avid
users
of
Chatroulette.
Josh Weinstein, founder of
GoodCrush, is excited about
RandomDorm, believin,g his
site will offer the benefits of
random video chats with the
safety and security of a college-only environment.
"The good thing about
Chatroulette is that it has a
low barrier to entry. Anyone
can hop on and be instantly
connected to someone in the
world [. . .] we hope to emulate
that simplicity and ensure a
degree of community and
security," Weinstein said.
After the success of
GoodCrush on many college
campuses
nation-wide ,

Weinstein was inspired to
offer more services for collegeoriented online social networking.
At
Princeton
University, Weinstein's alma
mater, more than 40 percent
of the student body registered
for GoodCrush the first day it
was launched. Currently,
more than 14,000 students
nationwide have an account
with GoodCrush. Hoping the
fan base will carry over,
Weinstein
wants
RandomDorm to become a
social outlet without the
romantic aspect.
Unlike
ChatRoulette,
RandomDorm allows users to
narrow down with whom they
wish to connect by clicking
"boys," "girls," or "both" before
they begin chatting.
Hoping to connect students
with their peers, Weinstein
and the RandomDorm team
require all visitors to the
RandomDorm site to provide a
college e-mail to register.
RandomDorm is currently
available in the United States,
the UK, Japan, and China and
has been featured in The New
York Times, the Huffington
Post, and Fast Company.
Weinstein
also
hopes
RandomDorm will allow college students to branch out
and connect with people their

17:16:27> You are connected. Chat alongI {Or hit NEXT to move along.)
17:16:33,. You: hey!
17:17:19> You : what's shakin?
17:17:<17> Plrtner. hellllloooo

Cha~ \lldeocha and &IJOy! We're going to have ~ps. tr.cits,
spteial updatu an' other a>ol stuff here I Keep dledtlng badtl!

COURTESY OF JOSH WEINSTEIN

Rand omDorm , a Web site dedicated to virtually connecting college-aged students globally, is now open to Trinity students.

age around the world.
"If you're in college, you
probably want to talk to other
people in college, all around
the
world
L..]
with
RandomDorm, you can develop penpals around the world-or you can find out what the
cool parties are on other cam puses, talk to people from similar sororities and see what
t hey're doing, or bond with
other nerds like myself," noted

Weinstein.
However,
RandomDorm
has yet to gain the popularity
of
Good Crush
or
ChatRoulette. Austin Carr, an
intern for online news outlet
FastCompany.com,
wrote
about his experience using
GoodCrush in an article for
his employers. "The problem
is that right now, there are too
few users and those that are
on are seeking something

more
[...]
unfortunately,
there's no automated Next
feature - you have to click
Next each time, even when it
can't find anybody," Carr
wrote.
Trinity students interested
in joining RandomDorm are
encouraged to visit www.ran domdorm.com and use their
Trinity e-mail to connect with
other college students around
the globe.
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Trinity Student Named One Chartwells Implements New
of 35 Sidley Pre-Law Scholars Ordering System, Adds Fees
continued from page 1

competitive applicant pool, especially
ALLISON PICKENS '12
NEWS EDITOR
considering our current economic
Web site. The firm is also outstanding state, I am thankful for every possible
at providing pro bono work. In addi- opportunity."
In response to student complaints of
tion to awarding 35 undergraduates ,
Magdelinskas·Vasquez was chosen long lines and incorrect food orders,
the firm dedicates itself to giving help from an extremely competitive group Chartwells has implemented a new
to underrepresented part of the global of applicants, which included those ordering plan for the Cave grill.
community, such as "community, gov· from most of the Ivy League univer· Previously, students verbally expressed
ernmental and educational organiza· sites, Duke University, and University their order to Cave employees and
tions."
of California at . oftentimes miscommunication and con·
"This award is. significant as it . B~rkeley and Los f~sion led to_mistakes in people's orders.
These charitable
programs that the
It
is
Now, when students wish to order a
affords me the resources I need · Angeles.
company
prides
extremely impres· burger, wrap, or sandwich from the grill
itself on, are what to present myself as the strongest sive
that they must fill out a small white form.
makes its Scholar
Magdelinskas· Students must check off which kind of
possible law school applicant.
Program appealing
With such a competitive appli- Vasquez is the first sandwich, what toppings, sides,
to undergraduates .
recipient of this cheeses, and condiments they would
Magdelinskas· cant pool, especially considering honor from Trinity like. Then they must hand these forms
Vasquez is one such our current economic state, I am College.
to the Cave employees to fill the specific
scholar who chose
He also plans to orders. Hoping to avoid errors and
thankful for every possible
to apply to the pro·
intern
at
the lessen the wait time for grill sandwich·
opportunity."
gram
on
these
Lawyers Without es, Chartwells suggest students choose
grounds.
Borders office in their drink while waiting for their food
"As
Sidley·
Hartford this sum· to be made.
Sidley Pre-Law Scholar mer, through a
Austin is one of the
Although the system is extremely
most prominent law Michael Magdelinskas-Vasquez '11 grant with the new, students are hopeful it will organ·
firms in the world, I
Human
Rights ize the ordering system. "It's usually
realized it would be a valuable asset to ;Fellowship.
pretty loud in the grill area and a lot of
make a connection with the firm early
After graduation from Trinity, he times your order is misheard. Hopefully
on, by applying to the Scholars pro· will partake in the Sidley Scholars this new system will get rid of that probgram."
Summer Seminar, through the award lem," said Alexandra Powell '12.
He also understands that this is an that he was presented.
Others worry the new system will
important relationship to make , given
As to his future , Magdelinskas· only increase the time it takes for sanda gloomy outlook for the post-grad Vasquez said, "certain that I want to wiches to be made, especially during
community. "This award is significant obtain my J.D. [Juris Doctor], though busy lunch and dinner hours. "I really
as it affords me the resources I need to if that will lead to a career as a prac· don't think this system will last. People
present myself as the strongest possi· ticing attorney or as a legal scholar is are not going to be willing to line up in
ble law school applicant. With such a yet to be decided."
the hot and crowded cave using other
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people's backs as a surface to write on a
tiny slip of paper. It will only make the
line longer and more frustrating," said
Karissa Caraballo '12.
"The correct response would've been
to hire more employees or get another
grill, instead students will be forced to
wait just as long if not longer for the
same buffalo chicken wrap," said JC
Costello '12.
Bacon, placed under the condiments
section of the order form, is no longer
included in the $5.75 meal. Now, stu·
dents must pay an additional fee if they
have bacon on their sandwiches. The
additional bacon fee is upwards of two
dollars and has many students con·
cerned meal prices will continue to
raise .
In addition to the fee for bacon, the
beef used for steak and cheese sand·
wiches is now pre-measured and additional steak cannot be added to sandwiches.
Many students are not pleased with
the additional fees and smaller portions. "I think that the Chartwells dining system is constantly trying to find
ways to squeeze every last dime out of
Trinity students and their families, "
said Safi McMillan '12.
"Effectively killing the Coyote Jack's
wrap·drink·chips meal deal, Chartwells
has made a move that will be viewed
negatively by the student population:
Pay extra for your meal or don't have
bacon on your bacon cheeseburger,"
noted Costello .
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March 19:
An officer at a motor vehicle stop by 483 Albany Ave. was
approached at 6:30 p.m. by an injured woman. The

•

woman explained that she had attempted to buy drugs,
but the dealers refused to sell to her and instead attacked
ner and robbed her of $loo. The woman was treated at St.
Francis Hospital for her injuries .

Interested in Writing for
Ne~s?

•

••

March 28:
A four-year-old girl was spotted walking by herself at 4
a.m. Police were notified by a pedestrian, and brought
the girl back to the police station. Approximately 90
• minutes later the mother called the police, explaining
her daughter had gone missing from her babysitter's
house on Garden St.

Contact Allison Pickens or
Greg Leitao at allison.pickens@
trincoll.edu or
March28:
gregory.leitao@trincoll.edu
Robert Suljoti, 46, of 554 Silas Deane Hwy., Wethersfield
lor more
· was
on his way to his first day as an employee of Hartford
information!
Hospital when he was struck by a gray Acura at 6:20 a.m .

•
••
•
•
••
•
•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

and killed on impact. Police later found the car crashed
into a fence at 105 Maxim Road, but have yet to identify
the driver.
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In my article written for the last issue in
anticipation of Spring Break, one of my suggestions for possible activities was to sample
breweries' spring seasonal offerings. So, in
order to be good on my word, my friend
Jessica Gover '10 and I did just that. 21-plus
Bantams, read on: here are our impressions
of eight different spring offerings.
Jess and I are, admittedly, no beer experts,
though we are fans. After turning 21 I
enjoyed sampling many different offerings
and reading about the formation and creation of all the different flavors and varieties.
The confusion I may have once had while
watching my father drink this mysterious
beverage has gone away, and developing an
appreciation of beer has been educational
and enjoyable.
We went to Crazy Bruce's on Newington
Road in West Hartford and searched through
their wide variety of beers and picked these
eight varieties from breweries big and small,
and offer here our impressions on their taste,
colors, and overall appeal. We hope you enjoy
as much as we did.
-James

Samuel Adami
noble Pili

ma9ic Hat
Vinyl

Blue moon
Ri1in9 moon

Proudly brewed with all five
"noble hops," this spring offering from the largest American
brewery offers a unique and
diverse seasonal experience. It
has a wide bouquet of flavors
ranging from honey to citrus,
and the hints of grain are a surprisingly honest ode to brewing
traditions. An award-winning
brew, try this one. The largest
American beer company since
Anheuser-Busch was bought by
InBev of Belgium, it is good to
know that monopolizing the
American market has not led to
a sacrifice of Samuel Adams'
quality.

A decadent nightmare, this
highlights the more solid
Magic Hat No. 9. A dark
honey-maple colored beer, this
is appropriate for spring with
a strikingly dry taste. While
overwhelming at first, this
taste does not linger and is a
less flavorful version of
Samuel Adams Boston Lager.
A solid choice for fans of Magic
Hat looking for something different from their favorite
Burlington,
Vt.
brewery.
Among the heavier brews of
this review. Don't let the artistic label fool you, this beer
lacks creativity.

Rising Moon is a disappointing offering from this
favorite, well-flavored brewery. Honey Moon, their
Summer Seasonal, is one of
our favorites; a light spring
beer need not sacrifice diversity of flavor, but that memo
apparently did not reach Blue
Moon's desk. The taste is
empty overall, though not
unpleasant, and does have a
kick of an aftertaste. A day
drinking beer for the slightly
less rowdy, and is a decent
choice when Blue Moon original isn't on the shelf. But really, when is that?

Wood Chuck
Spring Cider

newpott Storm
Spring Ale

Otter Creek
Spring Ale

Blue Point lkvwing Co.

Spring rling Ale

lon9 TtGil
Belgian White

This cider has a very surprising taste (a bad taste),
like Red Bull mixed with a
little white wine. Not your
typical beer. Its aftertaste is
best described as powdery,
calling to mind the flavor of
Spree candy. Not recommended, it has an overly sweet
taste and aftertaste . This
Vermont-made Cider has a
slightly tropical flavor, and
these Tripod tasters couldn't
even get through one third of
the 12-ounce bottle. A disappointment coming from the
maker of such great other
ciders.

Very heavy and dark, this
crisp Irish red ale . from
Newport, R.I. possesses a
strong nutty aroma from its
roasted malt tones, and does
not taste like a spring beer.
Definitely on the h,eavier side,
it would suit the palate of one
who favors winter or fall seasonal brews. Bears a striking
resemblance to Magic Hat
Howl. The taste is overwhelmingly nutty as well, calling to
mind the cold days past rather
than the warm days ahead,
and would suit the drinking
hours of a stormy New
England spring.

This Vermont Ale has a
bland, flat taste, only slightly
more flavorful than frat beer.
It is refreshing for those
warmer spring days. The light
color could be mistaken for
Noble Pils, but does not match
the Samuel Adams offering's
variety of flavors . This would
fit great with a hamburger or
anything from the grill
(Spring Weekend? This weekend?), it is altogether unremarkable yet satisfying. Its
flavor is neither overwhelming nor distracting, and would
make for some great day
drinking.

After the initial taste of this
Spring Copper Ale from the
Blue Point Brewing Company,
we found it has a sweet finish
much like the apricot-infused
Magic Hat No. 9, but has a
slightly bitter aftertaste. It is
similar to, but does not surpass
the flavors of yet another
Magic Hat brew, Vinyl. A
Microbrew from Long Island,
N.Y. its subtle honey and nut
flavors would pair well with a
summer salad made with
strawberries and walnuts. The
color is between the Vinyl and
Noble Pils, a light amber, as is
its flavor and strength.

This unfiltered wheat beer
smells
like
a
English
Breakfast tea served with
lemon, and don't let this dain·
ty description fool you. It has
a opaque yellow color similar
to other unfiltered brews and
it tastes less spicy than a tra·
ditional Blue Moon. The citrus
taste is particularly satisfy·
ing; it is clean, crisp, and flavorful. One of our favorites
from these offerings, it echoes
summer ales and calls to mind
the warmer days ahead. A surprisingly pleasant seasonal
brew. Definitely a solid choice
for the season.
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Bike Culture in Amsterdam
The-Course~ Catalog According
Shows Off Distinct Styles
In a culture lacking unique fashion, bikes become king;
to t e 7}-; cxl st ¥'
a Tripod staffer shares her reaction to this culture shock.
seen this - five children). I'm assured
that if this were to happen in the
United States, not only would the bike
Located
directly
left
of be pulled over, witnesses would immeAmsterdam's Central Station is the diately call Child Services and have
multi-tiered bicycle garage. That's the mother arrested. How dare there
right, a garage, with many levels, and not be seatbelts in the wagon? Another
specially designed ramps, made to fit important aspect to take note of bike
some 7,000 bikes. That doesn't include culture in Amsterdam: no helmets. I
the several hundred parked haphaz- suppose it would be cramping one's
ardly outside of the garage, the very style if matching pink and white
ones I trip on each time I go into and polka-dotted saddlebags, seat covers,
out of the ticket office. How does one front basket, and fenders had to be
find their bike in such a mayhem, ridden by someone wearing a helmet. I
when really, all bikes look the same? It guess helmets are embarrassing? But
only takes a few days here in the really, falling off of your bike and
Venice of the North to realize that dying has the potential of being much
bikes are a part of the Dutch identity, more embarrassing ... something they
and people outfit their bikes in a simi- might wish to think about. Nothing's
lar way that hipsters
less fashionable than an
choose their own style
While this seemed enormous wound on the
of dark rimmed glasses.
like a good idea at epidermis (something I
Far away, exactly the the time, the Dutch can attest to after a huge
same, close up , how
crash followed by a brief
fashion world is
dare you not see the difstay
in the Dutch
rather unheard of
ference?
gasthuis
[hospital]).
and people don't
For one of my class- seem to have a style
My favorite part of
es here in Amsterdam, I
the Dutch bike fashion is
that is all that
decided to undertake a
the art of looking effort"Dutch" (I mean
research project on let's be honest, this less (and even glam Dutch fashion . While is the country that orous) while using the
this seemed like a good invented the clog; it bike as something that
idea at the time , the
has the ability of carrywould be hard to
Dutch fashion world is make the argument ing as much as a
rather unheard of and
Hummer stretch limo.
that they are a
people don't seem to
Today,
I passed a woman
group of fashionKAI PAINE '11

TRIPOD FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

_ ·have a style that ,is. ,aJJthat 'Dutch' (I "mea n -

~ istas) .

let's be honest, this is the country that
invented the clog; it would be hard to
make the argument that they are a
group of fashionistas). What would
make for a much more telling study is
to look at their bike decorations, seemingly the only area in which people are
not only stylistically individual, but in
which they are at all fashionable, period.
First of all, this amount of decor
can vary greatly. There is the mere
fake flower on the handlebars to the
entire "pimp my ride" look of neon baskets, sparkly seat covers, and little
plastic balls that slide up and down
the spokes with every rotation, making for not only a colorful but also a
very noisy bike ride. Then there is the
entire wagon that can cart a whole
family at one time (and yes , I have

COURTESY OF www.soundtextmedia.com.au.

.

carrying

an

eight-foot

ladder on her shoulder.
Then, cycling down the canals, I saw a
bright red bike outfitted with silver
metallic details, several baskets and
matching striped bags, boxes, and baskets. The owner was a woman wearing
heels, tights, a large flouncy skirt and
big jacket to match. What caught me
was not just that she was able to bike
so fluidly in un·ripped tights, a skirt
that was not catching in the wheel,
and stilettos that didn't cause a big
fuss at every stop light because they
were caught in a cobblestone (a situation I have encountered far too frequently), but that she was talking on
the phone while taking bites of an
apple and still managing to carry an
umbrella, three shopping bags, a basket full of Dutch tulips, a toddler, and
two dogs; and was riding in perfect
fashion down the entire canal.

COURTESY OF www.ski-epic.com

A bright orange bike parked in Amsterdam shows the way in which an owner makes an impression.

ARTS
The Trinity Tripod

Gilliam's Dr. Parnassus Tribute to Movie Muses Cera, Youth

•

in

BENJAMIN PATE '11
ARTS EDITOR

Make room in your weekend to
attend Cinestudio's presentation of
Terry Gilliam's The Imaginarium of Dr.
Parnassus. Promising vexation and
visual decadence, Parnassus is exactly
what its name implies, a psychedelic
escape to the realms of sense and sensation. I say escape, but escapism is not a
function of Parnassus, it is a criticism, a
satire of the hollow romance consuming
Hollywood. Gilliam shows his mastery
of the absurd, skillfully handling
abstract themes with the same gymnastic genius he exercised over Monty
Python 's Flying Circus, though the
satire is more suggestively veiled. The
movie is a tragic finale to Ledger's legacy. His role was a highlight in the
movie's list of strengths, and his death a
powerful tool, complimenting Gilliam's
disapproval of narcissistic celebrity
myth-culture.
For those of us who were able to forget, Ledger passed away in January
2008 from an accidental drug overdose,
leaving Parnassus and the cinema community without one of its most prominent leading men. The question of what
might have been is inseparable from
experiencing Parnassus. If Ledger had
lived to complete his role, we're tempted
to ask whether the unity of character
would deliver coherence to the chaotic
momentum of Gilliam's mindscape.
Ledger's loss was a grim forecast for

Revolt, Assault
Teen Typecasts
SARAH HARVEY '11
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

CO URTESY OF robertuthomason.wordpress.com

Heath Ledger plays Tony, the mysterious narcissist, a performance shared with Depp, Farrell, and Law.

detraction, and rarely a distraction.
With a bit of cinematographic trickery,
Gilliam turned catastrophe into a truly
unique plot device. Thanks to some
careful casting decisions and some artful costuming, the directorial hand was
faster than the eye.
Christopher Plummer plays the
immortal Dr. Parnassus, a clever stagemagician and metaphysician whose
Mephistophelean bargain has left him
in an archetypical contest with the devil
(Tom Waits). Waits' devil is a compelling twist of the phantasmagorical
and the hedonistic. Over the course of a
century, Dr. Parnassus makes a series of
bets with the devil, an ideological,

tbe films success, but the collaboration

rather than theological opposite to the

of high-caliber actors Johnny Depp,
Colin Farrell, and Jude Law, whose performances held reverence and respect
for Ledger's legacy and Gilliam's directorial style, was a boon rather than a

figure Dr. Parnassus. The battle seems
to represent a tension between ideas of
reality and imagination, science and
story, forces that do not always appear
distinct. The mutable realms of
Gilliam's mind fascinate as often as
they confuse.
Dr. Parnassus almost becomes a
spirit of divinity, a wise guide to the
dangers and attractions of fantasy. His
show, packed in the back of a rickety
wagon, is a portal to the world of the
whimsical, where bystanders are invited to indulge in their unrestricted fantasies, and audience members are invited to think on themes of exploited charity, and the fabrication of fame.
For all the controversy surrounding
Ledger's opus, his character is only one
of several colorful presences in the acting menagerie, including Dr. Parnassus'
beautiful young daughter Valentina
(Lily Cole), his pitch-man Anton
(Andrew Garfield), and his assistant, a
brassy dwarf named Percy (Verne
Troyer). The story hits the ground running as a drunk scoundrel attempts to

PHOTO COURTESY O F robertuthomason.wordpress.com

G illiam parodies modern dogmas of femininity.

THE THIRD MAN

DARE

Wednesday, Mar. 31, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 1, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, April 2, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 3, 2:30 p.m. &
7:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 4, at 5:00 p.m.

YOUTH IN REVOLT
Friday, April 2, 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 3, 9:30 p.m.

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DR.
PARNASSUS
Sunday, April 4, 2:30 p.m. &
7:30 p.m.
Monday, April 5, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 6, 7:30 p.m.

assault Valentina, who quickly demonstrates the awesomeness and terror of
the Imaginarium, a trap for the weak in
mind, a wonder for the strong. As the
day of Valentina's birthday approaches
- the day the devil calls in his dues the menagerie, led by Tony, must fight
for their souls (in two senses).
Valentina's desire to escape the constraints of her father's stories, complicated by Anton's fascination with her
edenic figure, provides a romantic diversion (again, in two senses) from the
events otherwise somewhat beyond the
scope of our familiarity.
Visual cunning is the most immediate attraction of Parnassus, a retreat for
viewers feeling lost in the plot.
Narrative isn't Gilliam's show. He is a
director of the instantaneous, of the sensuous moment, rather than the rational
theme. "Nothing is permanent, not even
death" promises Depp's Tony, a truth
that captures the transience and haunting rumination of Gilliam's story. The
rapid and easy transitions between the
London streets and the Imaginarium
can be disorienting, and the pacing
often falls victim to flights of fancy. The
narrative can wander, but that is often a
consequence of stories that strive to
tackle real-world ideals with imaginative allegory.
For ingenuity and inspiration,
Parnassus sits at the top of its class.
Beside strong pictorial influences from
Flying Circus, the movie is as original
as Hollywood will allow these days.
Because of its darker humor, and its
gritty depictions of reality, Parnassus
was never destined to be blockbuster
material, probably appealing more to
Gilliam's British compatriots than the
continental audience. However, the relevance of Gilliam's social commentary is
international. To use box office statistics
as an indicator is to misplace the value
in Parnassus, and to judge it by the
same standards it strives to refute.
Parnassus is a work outside the box
from characters, to cinematics, to story.
Though the gravity of Ledger's death
invited comparison between Parnassus
and The Dark Knight, his other
immensely popular posthumous blockbuster, Ledger 's performance and
Gilliam's creation should be considered
as a work of individual artistry. The
Imaginarium of Dr. Parnassus isn't a
work to simply fantasize about seeing,
or an easy work to forget once it's seen.
Ledger and Gilliam have earned their
statue on Mt. Parnassus, sacred home of
the muses.

With Michael Cera's coming of age bit
. getting a little old, Youth in Revolt tries
valiantly to shake up Cera's typecast
character and the somewhat overdone
storyline. The movie, directed by Miguel
Artera, is based on a popular epistolary
novel by C.D. Payne. Cera plays Nick
Twist, an introspective teenager trying to
lose his virginity with the help of his
alter ego. With an impressive cast and
creative plot, the movie has the potential
to be great. Unfortunately, one can only
watch Michael Cera lose his virginity so
many times, and Youth in Revolt ultimately fails to pull itself out of mediocrity.
It is through Nick's alter ego,
Francois Dillinger, that Cera is able to
break out of the lovable, yet awkward
character he perfected in "Arrested
Development." Francois is smooth where
Nick is self-conscious, bold where Nick is
shy, outspoken where Nick is quiet, and
criminal where Nick is law-abiding.
While some humor comes out of the
interaction between these two sides of
the protagonist, it borders on ridiculousness. It is hard not to feel uncomfortable
at times watching Francois turn Nick
into a crude, rude, illogical person.
Through it all, Cera somehow manages
to impose his charm on the vulgar doppelganger.
The film is strongly supported by its
eclectic cast . The charming Portia
Doubleday makes her debut as Nick's
love interest, Sheeni Saunders. Zach
Galifianakis brings some comedy to the
movie as Nick's mother's slacker
boyfriend.
Justin Long and Steve
Buscemi play Sheeni's pothead brother
and Nick's father, respectively. A former
Trinity College student, Ari Graynor,
even makes an appearance in the movie
as his father 's younger girlfriend (you
may remember her as the gum-chomping
friend in Nick and Nora 's Infinite

Playlist).
Youth in Revolt was released in
January, and was quickly overshadowed
by the box office tyranny of Avatar. If it
weren't for winter break and bargain
Tuesdays at the Entertainment Cinema
in Leominster, Mass. , I probably would
not have bothered to see this film either.
If you are a Michael Cera fan, this is not
a movie to miss. If you are sick of his
shtick, this may not be the movie for you.
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Mountains Beyond Mountains Unambivalent
BANTAM BOOK REVIEW

WEEKLY FEATURE

THEADORA CURTIS '10
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR

CO URTESY O F academics.sl<ldmore.edu

"Bondye konn bay, men Ii pa konn
separe." This Haitian saying, literally,
"God gives, but doesn't share," encapsulates one of the world's largest problems.
The sharing is left in our hands, and
humanity's seeming lack of skill for distribution could be called the driving force
behind Dr. Paul Farmer's mission. The
vast inequalities of the world's wealth
distribution leave third world citizens
powerless, both politically and as regards
their own well being. Dr. Farmer's mis·
sion is simple enough: to bring healthcare to the underpriveleged people of the
world. While many may advocate this
aim, Farmer himself has carved a place
in medical and philanthropic history as a
man who is dedicating his life to this
pragmatic ambition. In the best selling
book, Mountains Beyond Mountains,
Pulitzer Prize winning author Tracy
Kidder delivers the thoroughly absorbing
story of a man who dedicated his life to
saving lives undervalued by society.
It was Farmer's college mentor, poly·
math Rudolf Virchow, who would introduce Farmer to many of the philosophies
that became the foundation of his works.
Virchow acknowledged that sickness
equated to an individual life under unfavorable living conditions, therefore an
epidemic signaled a mass disturbance.
The cure? According to Virchow, "full and
unlimited democracy," a claim that Dr.
Farmer took to heart. His attraction to
Haiti was natural and immediate. His
admission to Harvard Medical School
coincided with a fierce dedication to making medical progress In this abused
region. Here was a doctor determined to
provide the poor with services that their
governments would not, and so the blueprint for Zanmi Lasante was born.
Zanmi Lasante, Farmer's masterpiece, is
a citadel surrounded by the village of
Cange, one of the most impoverished villages on the face of the planet. Dr.

Farmer arrived in Cange to hordes of
desperate Haitians, tuberculosis, wors·
ening cases of AIDS, and starving
infants. While maintaining some of the
highest grades in his class at Harvard,
Farmer began his project, and soon
found himself living a life of non-stop
travel and tribulation, not that he would
have it any other way. One day, Kidder
asked Farmer why he pushed himself to
such extremes. He stated simply that if
he wasn't working, someone died.
Many mentors would shape the
course of Farmer's life, one of the most
influential being Father Jack, a priest
who provided Farmer with church housing for much of his time at medical
school. Father Jack's personal philosophy? "It's better to ask forgiveness than
permission." Paul and his colleagues
would put this quote to use tenfold dur
ing the program's developmental stages.
It was Farmer's unalterable focus on
individual patients that set him apart
from the promoters of mass health care.
It was this specialized attention that
inspired the title of Kidder's book.
"Mountains Beyond Mountains" is a
Haitian saying Kidder used on one occasion when the two would hike for an
entire day to reach Morne Michel, the
farthest settlement in Zanme Lisante's
catchment area, to ask one patient why
he hadn't attended the follow up appoint·
ment for his tuberculosis treatment. As it
turned out, there'd been date confusion.
Paul's mentor taught him during his
undergraduate studies that medicine
and politics were intricately connected if
not one in the same, telling him "the
physicians are the natural attorneys of
the poor, and the social problems should
largely be solved by them." Paul's expul·
sion from Haiti amongst growing political unrest would only solidify this ideology. The services that he was providing
had not gone unnoticed by the mayor of
Port-au-Prince, a corrupt leader who
would have many of Farmer's dearest
friends evading assassination attempts
after he fire bombed their churches.
Farmer would lose four friends during
this period. One powerful friend,

Aristide, would be elected to office, only
to be deposed almost immediately when
it became clear that his intentions were
democratic. Farmer regained entry to
Haiti near the time of Aristide's reinstatement three years later, and soon
thereafter would witness one of the
most grisly cases he had ever seen. Poor
Chouchou, a Haitian who supported
Aristide, was fatally brutalized by The
Junta, Haitian soldiers who enforced
the mayor's policies. Farmer would
later take his journey to save the world
into Peru and Russia. Because the governments there were more compliant,
and because the cases of tuberculosis
and AIDS were rampant, Farmer still
had an opportunity to make a substan ·
tial difference .
When parting from a trip to Cuba,
Farmer and Kidder caught sight of an
airplane hanger boasting the words
"Partia es Humanidad," meaning "The
only nation is humanity." Tracy Kidder
presents a detailed and impassioned
account of one man's belief in this idea.
Paul Farmer Jr. didn't consider himself
an American, nor a ''blan" as the people
of Haiti initially called him, referring to
his light skin. As a citizen of humanity,
and as a citizen who believes that while
there are people in the world who can't
pay for his services, it would be
"ambivalent" of him to charge for them,
he states "I feel ambivalent about sell·
ing my services in a world where some
can't buy them. You can feel ambivalent
about that, because you should feel
ambivalent. Comma." (Paul often ended
sentences with the word comma, signi·
fying the word asshole which was
implied to follow). This life led in an
extraordinarily successful evasion of
ambivalence will hopefully inspire the

rest of us to consider the fact that justice can't prevail without personal sacri·
fice. Farmer and his dedicated team
prove that a small group of people with
a goal as vast as the planet can change
it. Hopefully Mountains Beyond
Mountains will motivate the rest of us
to avoid falling on the right side of the
comma.

South by Southwest an Alternate Spring Break
continued from page 1
Country.
The weather was unbelievably cold
for several days during SXSW, with
temperatures below freezing (while the
Northeast was experie.ncing that early
taste of Spring), but that didn't keep
the crowds from showing up in droves.
Many of the outdoor venues scheduled
before I arrived were not cancelled, but
altered to accommodate artists and
audiences, demonstrating the flexibility and accomodation of a city that
defines itself as live music capitol of
the world. The weather rocketed back
into the perfect zone quickly though,
and sunshine and middle-seventies
once again saved the day, permitting
me to rock out in sandals and a flowery
frock.
SXSW provided a plethora of as·of·
yet under the radar bands that are
headed our way. Before you hear them
(possibly blasting on the quad for a
future Spring Weekend), look into The
XX, Black Keys, Frightened Rabbit,
and Spoon. You might know Austin
native Spoon for their "Black Like Me,"
but there are bigger and better things
heading north. English indie rock band
The XX released their album on
October 20, and has since been rated
one of the top twenty albums of 2009 by
The Chicago Tribune. Friglitened

Rabbit, the Scottish indie rock band,
had the crowds dancing to their newly
released "The Winter of Mixed Drinks"
album. It just came out on March 1, so
listen to it before it becomes cliche. I
don't want to get ahead of myself by
speaking of Spring Weekend, so if you
need new music to get you through the
rain of April, listen to Black Keys' new
album "Brothers ." This American
blues-rock duo has been praised by
Rolling Stone and Time, and has my
approval. Beck and Radiohead think so
too - Black Key's has opened for some
of the best, so check them out.
Most tourists in Austin do
Downtown, with 6th Street being the
hub of a nationally recognized bar
scene, and the surrounding blocks
housing clubs and restaurants of every
flavor. Qua, on West 4th Street, was a
random find, but turned out to be an
awesome club featuring a giant covered
fish tank as a dance floor, with black
tip and leopard sharks swimming
under scantily clad ladies and sweaty
men in unbuttoned oxfords. Nearby
were a few extra sexy bars blasting
salsa and meringue with a lot of dirty
dancing going on. The pubs and sports
bars showcase live bands, a nice
change from Connecticut's random pool
tables and dart boards or iPod DJs at
similar establishments.
San Antonio is about an hour south

of Austin and another great destination for accessing arts or just bar hopping (day and night). This historic
city's Riverwalk is a rare find in the
States where urban planning is usually lackluster and unnatural. Riverwalk
is only a couple blocks from the Alamo,
surrounded by an awesome variety of
architecture, and home to every variety
of tourist trap. There are really fabulous restaurants, most of which have
street-level and river level entrances
which in a strange way makes the
place feel kind of like a 50s spy movie
set.
Both Austin and San Antonio also
house museums, my favorites so far
being the Mexic·Arte Museum in
Downtown Austin and the Guadalupe
Cultural Arts Center in San Antonio.
Both of these showcase media created
primarily by Mexican and indigenous
artists. Each city is also home to what
one might call fine art museums as
well, if that's more your flavor.
Killeen's main cultural attractions
were the Fort Hood 4th Infantry and
the 1st Calvary Museums, or the megacinema
showing
run·of·the·mill
movies. Texas surprised me with a
variety I did not expect to find heading
from Austin to San Antonio through
cattle ranges and box jungles. It was a
nice change from your usual sandy,
drunken, sunburned spring break.
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HIGHLY RESPECTED. HIGHLY REWARDING.
THEOUINNIPIAC MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING.
With extensive internship programs, real-world experience and a dynamic faculty, the Quinnipiac Master of Arts in
Teaching (MAT) program earns high marks from students and educators alike. And now our MAT program is more
affordable than ever, thanks to new incentives that, in exchange for participation in our internships, can waive tuition
for most of the program. The program is fully accredited by the Connecticut State Department of Education and
nationally accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education.
Master of Arts in Teaching
• Elementary Education
• Secondary Education

Learn more:
www.quinnipiac.edu
graduate@quinnipiac.edu

1-800-462-1944

QUINNIPIAC
UNIVERSITY
Hamden, Connecticut

)

13

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

'I'ne Trtntty CoCCege 1Jemocrats
are hosting Ned fA!mont, candidate

Dean Alford Calls for Public
Comment on Vernon-Allen Houses

for governor, Flfday at 6PM in the·
Washin9ton Room!
Lamont is currently locked in an elecoral contest for the Democratic gubernatorial nomination, and will be talking about his experience to be
Connecticut's next governor.

•

"The four Vernon-Allen Houses will undergo an
evaluation in April and the four chairs of the
review teams welcome comments from anyone in
the Trinity community about any of the houses.
The most helpful comments will be specific and cite
examples. To wit: "Particular House is awesome!"
is less helpful than "Particular House hosts dinners
every Friday night and everyone is welcome to
attend and made to feel welcome." It is also
important for the person submitting the comment
to identify himself or herself."

1

-Dean Alford

The four houses in question are ...

He will also be taking questions from
the audience after the speech.

Bayt al Salaam (House of Peace) 115 Allen Place
Review Chair: Stephen Kendall
The Mill 79 Vernon St.
Review Chair: Ryan Haney

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! If you
have questions,feelfree to contact William Yale
(William. Yale@trincoll.edu) or Tariq Islam
(Tariq.Islam@Trincoll.edu)

I-House 104-106 Vernon St.
Review Chair: Melissa Litwack
The TreeHouse 125 Allen Place
Review Chair: Nicole Dubowitz

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Intercollegiate
Update

News In Brief
Nine Charged in Bullying Case

Death Row Inmate Attacks Guards

Nine teenagers have been charged in
connection with the suicide of a 15-year-old
girl who took her life after unrelenting bullying from her peers. Phoebe Prince moved
from Ireland to Massachusetts at 14 and
was a victim of extreme bullying at South
Hadley High School in western
Massachusetts. The nine teenagers are
charged with numerous crimes including
assault, violation of civil rights resulting in
injury, and criminal harassment.

The Northern Correctional Institution,
Connecticut's highest security prison,
was locked down on Monday, March 29
after a death row inmate allegedly
attacked a prison guard. Daniel Webb, 47,
is awaiting execution for a 1989 murder
in Hartford. According to reports, Debb
was not provoked and attacked a guard
by punching him repeatedly in the head.
Other guards were injured while trying to
restrain Debb.

Dozens Killed in Moscow Bombing

Calif_ Police Arrest "Heroin King"

Smith College

Hofstra University

Smith College held its first
Social Justice Week last week.
Following a blackface incident at a
party two years ago, students and
faculty began to discuss a collaboration that "aims to spread awareness
of issues relating to diversity, class,
race and privilege through lectures
and intergroup dialogues."

The Student Government
sociation of Hofstra University
has passed a new club: The PreDental Society. The club will be a
community for Pre-Dental students
to communicate and help each
other to do well on the Dental
dmission Test, as well as take trips
to nearby dental schools.

Williams College

Fordham College

The faculty of Williams College
approved a five-year trial period of the
Gaudino grading option beginning
next fall. Using this option, students
can choose two courses throughout
their college careers and remove the
final grades from their transcripts.
This marks the first time Williams has
had a pass-fail system in place.

Associate Professor and Chair
of the Art History and Music
Department Fr. James Boyce died
on Sunday, Feb. 21, after a battle
with liver and pancreatic cancer.
Boyce had been a professor at
Fordham since 1985, and went on
medical leave at the beginning of
this year.

At least 38 people were killed after a
suicide bomber detonated an explosive
on the Moscow subway at rush hour on
Monday, March 29. More than 60 people
were injured after the blast. Russian
police have encountered multiple Islamic
militant leaders in the Nourth Caucasus
recently. This most recent attack sparks
fears that the war in the middle east is
moving towards Russia.

California police have arrested Jose
Antonio Medina, Mexico's ''heroin king," on
Wednesday, March 24. After two years of
wire tapping and surveillance, police appregended Medina in Mexico. After his arrest,
police found more than 130 pounds of heroin in Medina's Ventura County home.
Charged with conspiracy to transport narcotics for sale from noncontiguous countires, Medina faces up to 29 years in prison.

Wesleyan University

University of Connecticut

Nine "Christian Warriors" Arrested

Zookeeper Headbutted by Giraffe

Six Michigan residents, two Ohio residents, and one Indiana resident were
arrested on Monday, March 29 for plotting
to kill a Michigan police officer and then
attacking dozens at the officer's funeral.
The nine men say they belong to a
"Christian warrior" militia who are "actively preparing for the coming of the AntiChrist as Jesus Christ comanded," according to their Web site.

A zookeeper at the Roger Williams
Park Zoo in Providence, R.I. was sent to
the hospital after butting heads with an
18-foot-tall giraffe while cleaning near
the animal. According to representative
from the zoo, the giraffe is not a violent
animal and apparently got too close to
the keeper, trying to play with her. The
zookeeper remained conscious after the
event and suffered only minor injuries.

The Class of 2010 may be the
On Saturday, March 27, groups o
first class in the past 178 years to UConn students volunteered for the
present a scholarship in its name Foodshare and Willow House proimmediately after graduating. With gram as a part of the community servthe help of alumni donors and the ice days program created by the
Wesleyan Fund, a donation fund, University in 2003. Volunteers at the
this year's seniors plan to raise Hartford Foodshare site helped to
$25,000 to help aid the education package donated goods, such as fruits
of one incoming member of the and vegetables, which were then sent
class of 2014.
to communities in need.
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HUMOUR
~

J!)aus of ;ffllrQftJop l)robiittion

"!llnulol qui animum olttnbunt omntl gtlltmul!"
Dear Friends, Romans, & Countrymen,
Ij there is one thing in this crazy, mixed-'U]' world of ours that J love more than myself, it is doubtless the intricacies of the American legal system. One day whilst
pe~ing some very long and impoztant-lookng 'law books, J stumbled upon a "little-known gem of a 'law called Title IX. While J technically did not '~ead" Title IX, per
se, J did look it up on Wikpedia, and more impoztantly, J managed to exploit it to my adwntige. You see, because the Humour section is run by two men, the TripaJ
is legally obligated under Title IX to let me attempt to wri tea Humour section of my own, regardless of however grammatically-incon£ct or inane it may be, simply because
J am female. Perhaps the most imp o l1ant aspect of Title IX is the fact that, in order to preserve equal opportunity in education, J pi te litEm l Ty cannot be fired (and let's
be serious; girls simply are not funny, so it~ not like there~ an abundance ofpotential rep'facements for me}. So don 1t bother sending strongly imrded e-mails or death threats.
The American gove rrment is on my side, and if you don 1t like it then you can move to Canada. U.S.A. f U.S.A. f U.S.A. f
Although Jam badced by the grea testcountry in the world, J recognize that this may not enough for some ofyou, and you will probably still past snarky comments
online and then blog about them so all of your friends will know just how clever you are. But hold up, Kemosabe, ';;ause I'm one step ahead of you. Jam actually fully
auure of the fact that Jam not paticularly funny. Twenty percent of my humour consists of repeating things I've seen in TV or films. The other 80 percent consists of making strange noises andjangling my car keys. I find this works because my ta ~t demographic is mainly Jru n ks and infants, and the car key bit also helps in pidcing up i!).ye al'Qld boys, whom I've found are often in need of rides to the mall. So J figure now is a good time to adcnowledge/issue a b'fanket apalogy for the almost total 'lack of
humour/relevance oj everything J ever submit to the Tripod.
Peisonally, J loved the old]B4 & Halibut Humour page, and to be quite honest, J very sincerely doubt that J can come close to their genius. They are the Jonathan
Swifts of the TripaJ, whereas I probably fall somewhere between Carrot Top and Carlos Mencia. I have, however, preserved many structural aspects of their page in memoriam. Unfortunately, as they are now seniors, they are kind of busy. According to a rep u tdJe source that J just made up, ]B4 is somewhere in Brooklyn, filming his senior thesis (a reimagining of the 2984 film Brea.kn' 2: Electric Boo,gafoo}, and lI.alibut is spending some time 'Jinding himself" in an ashram in India with close personal
frim.d Sting. But fear not, because luckily for me and anyone who reads the TripaJ or enjoys 'laughing, they will be retuning to head the Humour page sporadically when
their schedules pennit. So my legally-sanctioned time with the Humour section will l;k ly be mercifully brief Until then, though, J hope this page will make you 'laugh; if
not with me, then at the very feast at me.
Very sincerely yours,
Dr. Meghan K. McEvoy, Ph.D, Esq.

So, What'dYou Do for Spring Break?
"Acted as an unofficial crisis were at Sefior Frog's, and my
negotiator; both for a lost dis- boy T- Bone did this epic beerposable camera and a kid- bong, and, I was like 'WOO!
napped classmate." Will SPRING BREAK!' And then this
Kast '11, Trinity student and totally hot chick was like, 'Body
man-about-town
shots!' and I was like, 'Ohhhh
snap." and . . . wait
. . . . Are you
"I spent the week being fol- writing this down?"
lowed by a film crew from - Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 47th
L.L. Bean. I let them docu- Vice President of the United
ment my day-to-day life so States
they could get some inspiration for their upcoming fall ''Who are you?! How did you get
catalog. They're good people this number?! Did the Martians
and they make a quality who live under my kitchen sink
product, so I was happy to give it to you?" - Gary Busey,
help." - Jim Jones, Trinity Oscar-nominated actor of stage
College
President
and and screen
Professor in the Humanities
"I already told you, dips-t, I fell
''I dressed up as the ghost of asleep on the beach in Mexico
Bishop Brownell to scare and got an incredibly serious
away busybodies so I could sunburn, so I'm in no mood for
steal priceless manuscripts your jokes, Meghan. Seriously,
from the Raether base- get out of my room. You horse's
ment ... and I would've gotten ass, stop poking me! GET OUT!"
away with it too! If it weren't - Yumi Matsuo '11, Trinity stu for those meddling kids and dent and Grumpy Gus!
their · stupid dog!"
Barnabus, the cantankerous "How am I still relevant?"
(ex-)library janitor.
Nicole "Snooki" Polizzi,
'MTV's Jersey Shore" cast mem ''MTV Spring Break in ber and cheap name-drop used
Florida, baby! Man, it was in a failed attempt by the writ wild. S-t got so crazy. We ers to be topical ... sorry.

RUMOUR PAGE!
Please send submissions to
iamnotlaughing@lol.com
(or just megban.mcevoy@tlincoD.edu)

The Top 5 Most Scandocious TigerTextz! !!
5. "Just morbid curiosity"
4. " Just so you know i have to get up
at 415 tomorrow ... "
3. " :) [smiley·face emoticonl"
2. "Having a few issues at home.
Might be a little later before i see you
tonight"
1. "No turkey unless it's a club sand·
wich"

cene:

rap

You may recognize this graph from the Interwebz. It originally appeared
under the title ''A Guide to Dating in College." However, as you very well
know, Trinity and its student body are anything but typical, and therefore,
cannot be represented by such a generic chart. Thus, I have edited the origi
nal chart appropriately. Naturally, the only part that I kept the same was
''awkwardness': which in my opinion as a Sociology major, is the most wide
spread universal cultural value. Enjoy.
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Top Ten Reasons to Love the NCAA
Basketball Tournament:

Tennis Teams Travel
During Spring Break
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12
SPORTS EDITOR

The Trinity College men's
tennis team opened its spring
season with a 7-2 victory over
the Whittier College Poets on
Saturday, March 20. They won
two of the three doubles
matches and five of the six singles contests to defeat the
Poets. The team of tri-captain
Spencer Feldman '10 and
Anson McCook '12 won the No.
1 doubles match 8-5 and Dan
Couzens '13 and DJ Patrick '11
teamed up to win the No. 3
doubles match 8-3. Feldman
won his singles match at the
No. 1 spot 6-3, 6-2, and
Couzens won his match 6-2, 26, 10-3. Rich Bonfiglio '11, tricaptain Adam Lanza '10, and
David Dessau '11 also won
their singles matches.
The Bantams started the
season as the No. 5 team in the
Northeast and are ranked No.
15 in the nation.
The men's team traveled to
California for several matches
over spring break. On Tuesday,
March 23, the team lost 6-3 to

McCook,
Bonfiglio,
and
Couzens won their singles
matches, and Bonfiglio and
Couzens won the lone doubles
match for the Bantams.
Despite the close losses, the
Bantams returned to the East
coast with a 2-2 record over
their trip. Trinity blanked
Chapman University 9-0 on
Thursday, March 25, and
defeated
Pomona- Pitzer
College, 7-2, on Friday, March
26. The Bantams travel to instate and NESCAC rival
Connecticut
College
on
Wednesday, March 31 and
Wesleyan
University
on
Friday, April 1.
The Bantam women traveled to Florida over spring
break where they dropped an
8-1 contest to the Nova
Southeastern
University
Sharks on .Tuesday, March 23.
The Sharks are ranked No. 24
in the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
Division II Poll. Hillary Hoyt
'13 won the lone match for the
Bantams, defeating her opponent, 6-1, 6-0.
The Bantams defeated

10. Tennessee rebounds from

the Jan. 1 arrests. and subsequent suspensions, of four
players to advanoe to the Elite Eight for the first time in school history.

9. Head Coach Tom Izzo works some of his March magic to take Michigan State back
to the Fmal Four.

8. Northern Iowa and the sharp-shooting Ali Farokhmane.sh stun top seed Kansas.
7. lvy league champion Cornell wins two games to advance to the Sweet Sixteen.
6. "March Madness. is estimated to cost businesses almost 2 billion dollars in prcxluctiv-

ity.

5- Overtime Games and B\lZlf:I' Beaters: Michigan State beats Maryland with a la&second three; Kansas State tops Xavier in 20T thriller.
4. There were no per.feet bntelrets remaining after the Sweet Sixteen; all four of
President Obama's final -reams are gone.
J.Two No. 5seeds, who were both top-11 in the AP~ PQll, advance to the

FmalFour.
2.Wm and Go Home: the Buder Bulldogs advance to their first Fmal Four in home-

town Indianapc>li&
1. Kansas and Kemucky, the two most popular picks to win it all, Will be war.cling the

Fmal Four from home.

Successful Week for Men's Lacrosse
continued from page 16

tled off wins against Western
Connecticut State, NESCAC
opponent Bowdoin College,

added two more goals to their
season totals, in a 10-6 win
against Roger Williams. The

tributed with a goal and three

Salve Regina College, Roger

Bantams capped. off the week

assists in the losing effort.
The Bantams outshot the
Mules, 35-22, over the course
of the game, but Colby senior
goalie Tom Giankos stopped
the majority of the shots with
ease. Neither team was able to
score on a combined nine manup chances. The Mules held
the advantage in ground balls,
36-18, and in face-offs, 12-7.
Aside from the two conference losses, the team has had a
successful start to the season.
Following
their
loss
to
Connecticut College in the sea son openor, the Bantams rat·

Williams
University,
and
Manhattanville College. The
team scored at least 10 goals
in each of the wins.
This last week was especially impressive for the
Bantams. Since the beginning
of the second half against
Salve Regina, they outscored
their three opponents, 28·9.
Against Salve Regina on
Monday, March 22, both
Cullen and Williamson recorded three-goals, while Looby
and Hebert each scored twice
in a 13-6 victory. The following
day, Cullen and Williamson

with a 10-2 dismantling of
Manhattan ville.
While only 1-2 in conference action, the Bantams are
the third-highest scoring team
in the NESCAC with 69 total
goals. Cullen is third in the
conference with 14 goals and
Williamson is seventh with 12.
Goalkeeper Peter Johnson '12
is second in the NESCAC
allowing 5.88 goals per game.
The team returns to action
this week with games against
Lasell College on Wednesday,
March 29, and at Williams
College on Saturday, April 3.

Attacker Kevin Looby '11 con-

COURTESY OF http: //atltlerics.trincoll.edu/

Senior tri-captain and No. 1 singles player Spencer Feldman '10 hits a forehand.

the No. 10 ranked California
Lutheran
University
Kingsmen. The Kingsmen won
all three doubles matches to
take an early 3-0 lead before
the teams split the singles
matches.
The next day, the Bantams
took on New England Small
College Athletic Conference
(NESCAC)
foe
Bowdoin
College in a match played
across
the
country
in
Claremont,
Calif.
The
Bantams lost a close match, 54, after losing two of the three
doubles matches and splitting
the six singles matches.

Palm Beach Atlantic, another
NCAA Division II team, 6-3 on
Wednesday, March 24. Trinity
won all three very competitive
doubles matches and Hoyt,
Kelsey Semrod '12, and Arielle
Leben '11 won their singles
matches to top the Sailfish.
In upcoming action, the
Bantams travel to Babson for
a match on Monday, April 3.
The women take on Tufts
University in their first
NESCAC action of the season
in an away contest on Friday,
April 9 before hosting the
Middlebury College Panthers
on Saturday, April 10.

The Tripod Congratulates...
Senior tri-captain goalie Isabel Iwachiw, who was
named the Laura Hurd Award Winner for the 20092010 season, given to .the top player in all of NCAA
Divsion III Women's -Ice Hockey. The recipient is
selected by the American Hockey Coaches
Association (AHCA).

First-year Pamela Hathway, who was named the
NESCAC Womens' s Squash Player of the Year for
the 2009-2010 season. :. .
4'
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Junior Arielle.Leben w51n .her singles mat¢h agai_nstfal~ Beach Ad~ti~_M, ~l.
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Inside Sports:
Tennis teams take
trips to warm weather
with mixed results,
page 15
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Trinity Women's Lacrosse Team Starts Season Undefeated
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12
SPORTS EDITOR

The
Trinity
College
women's lacrosse team is off to
an undefeated start this season. The 5-0 Bantams are
ranked No. 6 in the nation and
have won all three of their New
England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC) games
so far, including an 8-7 road
win over No. 7 Colby College.
After opening the season
with a 17-6 win over the
Connecticut College Camels,
the Bantams took on Endicott
College in their first home
game on Wednesday, March 17.
The Bantams dominated the
first half on their way to a 17-5
win. Tri-captain midfielder
Sarah Remes '10 led the then
No. 9 ranked Bantams with
four goals and midfielder
Kristin Phelps '10 added
another four. After an early 2-2
tie, the Bantams went on a run
to take a 14-3 halftime lead.
Trinity was outscored 3-2 in

the second half, but rode their
first half effort to a decisive
victory.
On Saturday, March 20, the
Bantams took on the Bowdoin
College Polar Bears on Robin
L. Sheppard Field. Trinity got
off to a great start, taking an 80 halftime lead and eventually
winning the game 14-9. Phelps
and attacker Caitlin Irvine '11
led the Bantam offense with
four goals apiece, and midfielder Megan Leonhard '13 added
another three. Goalkeeper
Stephanie Fisher '12 had 10
saves in net.
The Polar Bears scored five
straight goals in the second
half to cut the score to 12-6.
Two Phelps goals ended
Bowdoin's hopes of a late come·
back, although the Polar Bears
scored three more goals in the
final minutes of the game to
bring the final score to 14-9.
The Bantams traveled to
Colby College for their biggest
test so far this season on
Saturday, March 27 . The

Bantams took on the then·
undefeated and No. 7 ranked
Mules and raced to a 5-1 halftime lead. However, the Mules
played a strong second half
and tied the game, 7-7, with
just under eight minutes left in
the game. Several minutes
later, Remes found Leonhard
for the game-winning goal, and
the Bantams controlled the
last few minutes of the game to
preserve the win.
Midfielder
Rachel
Rom,anowsky '11 had two goals
in the opening minutes of the
game, and Remes scored twice
as well. Midfielder Liz Bruno
'12 added a goal and caused six
Colby turnovers. Gina Dinallo
'12 recorded seven saves in her
first action of the season in
goal for the Bantams.
On Sunday, March 28, the
Bantams
defeated
the
Skidmore
College
Thoroughbreds 18-9 for their
fifth win of the season. Bruno
and Phelps opened the scoring
for the Bantams with a goal

apiece, but Skidmore battled
back with three goals of their
own to take an early lead. Its
advantage was brief, as Trinity
scored nine unanswered goals
to take control of the game.
Attacker Hadley Duncan '13
scored four goals to lead the
Bantams, and Romanowsky,
Bruno, Leonhard, Phelps, and

attacker Madeleine Hardy '12
added two goals each to balance the offense.
The Bantams travel to No.
16
Union
College
in
Schenectady, N.Y. for a game
on Thursday, April 1, and host
No. 10 Williams College in
NESCAC action at 12 p.m. on
Saturday, April 3.

Kristin Phelps ' 10 helped the Bantams defeat No. 7 Colby College on March 27.

Men's Lacrosse Loses to Baseball Goes 9-1 During Trip to Fla.
Colby College in OT
ALEX FITZGERALD '10
SPORTS EDITOR

ALEX FITZGERALD '10
SPORTS EDITOR

The Trinity College men's
lacrosse team lost a tough
game to the Colby College

won the game in regulation,
but Kevin Looby's goal was
called back because of a clockstoppage.
The game started out poor·
ly for the Bantams, who found

Raymond Mooney ' 10 shoots during the team's 10-8 win against Bowdoin College.

Mules on an overtime goal by
Mule senior attacker Patrick
Briody. The goal with 10 sec·
onds left in overtime broke the
seven-goal tie by the conference opponents. At the time of
the contest, Trinity was
ranked No. 8 in New England,
while Colby was ranked No. 7.
The loss dropped the Bantams
to 1-2 in the New England
Small
College
Athletic
Conference (NESCAC) while
Colby improved to 1-2 in the
conference. It snaps a fivegame winning streak by the
Bantams and marks their first
loss since the opening game of
the
season
against
Connecticut College. The
Bantams appeared to have

themselves trailing, 4-0, after
the first quarter, even outshooting the Mules, 9-6, in the
period. But with three-goal
efforts in the second and third
quarters and stout defense,
the Bantams and Mules found
themselves tied at six headed
into the final frame . Both
teams scored once in the
fourth quarter to send the
game to overtime, where
Briody was the hero for the
Mules.
For the Bantams, attackers
Andrew
Williamson
'10,
Harper Cullen '10, and Jeff
Hebert '13 each scored a pair
of goals for the Bantams.

Over Spring Break, the
Trinity College men's baseball
team participated in the
Russmatt Central Florida
Invitational Tournament. The
games were played in Winter
Haven and Auburndale, Fla.,
and consisted of a number of
northeastern baseball teams.
The Bantams entered the
invitational
tournament
ranked No. 4 in the nation, and
came back from the trip with a
9-1 record and a 3-0 record in
the New England Small College
Athletic
Conference
(NESCAC).
The Bantams first opponent
was Roger Williams University,
who they shutout, 7-0, on
Saturday, March 20.
Lefthanded pitcher James Ramsay
'12 led the way for the
Bantams, pitching six innings
of scoreless ball. First base·
man/outfielder Brad Runowicz
'13 went 2-for-3 with a home·
run and three runs-batted-in
(RBI) in his collegiate debut.

On Monday, March 22, the
team played a double-header
against No. 15 University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. The
nationally-ranked teams split
the games, with Wisconsin win·
ning the first, 3-1 , before
Trinity took the second game,
11-2. Pitcher D.J. Goldberg '13
was credited with the win for
the Bantams in the second
game in his first collegiate
start. First baseman Kent
Graham '10, outfielder Jim
Wood '10, and Runowicz each
had two hits in the second game
for the team. The Trinity pitchers held Wisconsin's hitters to
just three hits in the victory.
The Bantams played a double-header against Plymouth
State University the next day,
Tuesday, March 23. They won
the first game, 11-0, and the
second, 9-5. Graham led the
offense for the Bantams, going
6-for-9 on the day. Wood also
had a good day for the
Bantams, hitting a home-run in
the first game, and going 4-for
5 in the second with two RBI
and three runs. Right-handed

pitcher Andrew Janiga '11
pitched six innings, allowing
just one hit in a winning effort
in the first game.
Trinity opened its NESCAC
season on Thursday, March 25,
with a game against the Colby
College Mules. The Trinity
offense was in full-swing, leading the team to a 23-8 victory.
The two teams played a doubleheader the next day, with the
Bantams taking both games,
18-1and14-12. The team won
the games on the backs of their
hitters, who totaled 55 runs in
the series. Captain and pitcher
Conor O'Sullivan-Pierce '10
earned his first win of the year
in the opening game behind five
Bantam homeruns.
The team finished its trip
with two wins over Union
College. Wood led the team
with his 7-for-8 effort in the
games. He, Graham, and Matt
Sullivan '10 all homered for the
Bantams.
The team returned to
Connecticut ranked No. 6 in the
country and will play Bowdoin
College this coming weekend.
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see SUCCESSFUL on page 15

Senior Kent Graham hit a homerun during the team's doubleheader sweep of U nion College in Florida on Saturday, Mar. 27.

